Meeting minutes of the meeting of
Technical Committee on Biological and Medical Systems (TC 8.2)

 at the IFAC World Congress, Cape Town
on Monday August 25, 2014, from 19.00 to 20.00

Vasco da Gama/Diaz Meeting Room at Westin
Attendees (members):
Kevin Guelton

Youqing Wang

Steffen Leonhardt

Ali Cinar

Levente Kovács

Ulrike Pielmeier

Geoff Chase

Thomas Desaive

Balázs Benyó

Sebastian Larraza

Mark Rousing

Paul Docherty

Chris Pretty

Thiago Martins

Marcos Tsuzuki

Andrzej Swierniak

Olaf Simanski

Thomas Schauer

Berno Misgeld

Steen Andreassen

Attending Non-members:

Geoff Rodgers

Yeong Shiang Chiew

Daniel Redmond

Jennifer Dickson

Shun Kamoi

Sergio Bittanti

Logan Ward

Ákos Szlávecz

Andre Stollenwerk

Bijoy K Ghosh

Simone del Favero

Adriano Siqueira

Chi Nan Pai

Knut Möller

Filipa Nogueira

Marek Kimmel

Arake Pomprapa

Maxime Penet

1. Welcome by the Chair, Steen Andreassen
2. Chairman’s triennial report

The chairman presented numbers of contributions, papers reviewed, papers accepted and contributions to special issues. 

Contributions to the World Congress 2011 Milano, to BMS 2012 in Budapest and to the World Congress 2014 Cape Town

IFAC WC 2011
· 110 papers reviewed by TC8.2
· 10 oral sessions (3 regular,7 invited)
· 59 papers accepted for oral presentation
· 1 interactive session (shared by CC5, CC8, CC9) 
        8th Symposium on Modelling and Control in Biomedical Systems (BMS2012), Budapest, Hungary 
· 109 papers from 21 countries, each paper had at least 2 reviewers. 
· 50% of papers in invited sessions. 
· 3 special issues  with a total of 23 papers in associated journals
        IFAC WC 2014 
· 122 papers reviewed by TC8.2
· 14 oral sessions (9 regular, 5 invited) with 84 papers 
· Interactive session on Biological Systems: 8 papers contributed
· Interactive session on Biological and Ecological Systems: 5 papers contributed (shared between 8.2 og 8.4)
· Plenary session: "Cybergenetics: Feedback Control of Living Cells at the Gene Level" (Chair Janan Zaytoon, TC8.2 member) 
Based on papers from the 8th Symposium on Modelling and Control in Biomedical Systems (BMS2012) in Budapest 3 special issues in associated journals were produced:
1) Biomedical Signal Processing and Control, vol. 12 July 2014 
Special Issue on “Model Based Image and Signal Processing Methods for Better Medical Treatment” 
8 out of 13 papers accepted following the journal review procedure
2) Computer Methods and Programs in Biomedicine, Special issue in vol.114, May 2014
10 out of 14 papers accepted following the journal review procedure 
The 10 papers were in the areas: Physiological Modelling (4 papers), System Identification and Identifiability (4 papers) and Physiological Control Systems (2 papers)
3) Journal of Clinical Monitoring and Computing, expected December 2014
Special issue on “Modeling in Anaesthesia and Intensive Care.”
5 out of 8 papers (almost) accepted following the journal review procedure
Scope of TC 8.2
The scope of TC8.2 has worked well and in particular the Medicine part of the scope has seen growth. Systems Biology is a growing area and it is naturally shared between TC8.2 and TC8.4. 
In the annual report and at the outgoing CC members meeting on August 23 2014 the point has been raised that papers in Systems Biology with a clear medical content should stay in TC8.2 (cancer, personalized medicine, human cells as opposed to anaerobic bacteria in sewage plants). For the WC2014 about 10 Systems Biology papers with a clear medical content were transferred out of the scope of TC8.2.
The chairman proposed to modify the TC8.2 scope (and associated keywords) to include Systems Biology with medical applications.
Bye-bye from the chair and the co-chairs

After completing the 2. triennium this year, the chair bade his farewell and expressed a big thank you to all those that gave their time and efforts to be editors and reviewers for the WCs, the BMS symposia and the special issues. Also co-chairs David Feng, Ewart Carson and Geoff Chase were thanked for their work and were released from their duties. The chair thanked secretary and webmaster Ulrike Pielmeier for her efforts and work done. 
3. News from preparations to the 9th Symposium on Modelling and Control in Biomedical Systems (BMS2015), Berlin, Germany, 2015 presented by Thomas Schauer 
Preparations for BMS 2015 are well underway. Dates have been fixed. Registration fees have been set to 450€ for early (500€ for late) registration. Student fees are 300€. The fee includes 2 paper uploads (students: 1 paper upload), sessions, proceedings,  three lunches, coffee breaks, banquet, welcome reception.  BMS2015 is co-sponsered by TC 1.1, 1.2, 4.2, 4.3 and 9.4. A number of societies also co-sponsers the event. The scope of BMS 2015 has been extended to include rehabilitation robotics. The website has been set up. Venues were presented to the assembly, and also a preliminary program schedule were shown. Members to the International Program Committee are appointed. Hotels are being contacted for special accommodation fares for participants of the symposisum, and the conference banquet at the Berlin Fernsehturm (Television tower with outstanding view over Berlin from 318 metres height) has already been booked. 
The complete presentation of the organizers can be found on TC8.2’s website. 
Important dates to keep in mind: 
· 31st August to 

BMS 2015 Symposium
2nd September 2015
· 3rd November 2014 
Submission of proposals for invited 
speakers or sessions 
· 2nd February 2015 
Paper submission deadline 
· 11th May 2015

Notification of acceptance 
· 8th June 2015

Final submission
· 8th June 2015 

Early bird registration deadline
4. Papers in affiliated journals from WC2014 and BMS2015 
In recent years TC8.2 have published special issues in international journals based on papers from IFAC events.
This is attractive for participants to know that there is an option for publishing a paper as an extended version of an IFAC conference paper.
IFAC is considering changing publication policies, and all affiliated journals must be Elsevier journals.  What can we do for WC2014 and BMS2015?
1. WC 2014: An offer has been received from Andreas Kugi to publish in Control Engineering Practice (IFAC affiliated). CEP Editorial Board Meeting Tu. 26.08., 15:30-17:00. The decision will lie with the new chair to form an editorial committee with co-chairs. 
2. BMS2015: 
a) Computer Methods and Programs in Biomedicine (Elsevier)
b) Biomedical Signal Processing and Control (Elsevier) 
c) International Journal of Clinical Monitoring and Control is not an Elsevier journal and thereby out of the run to publish a special issue after this event. However, the organizers of BMS 2015 have contacted Andreas Kugi for a possibility to publish a special issue in Control Engineering Practice. 
5. Bids for BMS 2018 and BMS 2021 
· Simone Formentin presented Bergamo as venue for BMS 2018. This bid can be extended, possibly, to host BMS 2021, if TC8.2 members should decide for a different venue in 2018. A date for the BMS2018 could be 27-29 August 2018 and a preliminary budget was presented. A remark was made by Ulrike Pielmeier, if the symposium also could be held in winter time, to enjoy skiing/mountaineering in the Dolomites as post-congress tour.   
· Marcos Tsuzuki presented Sao Paulo, Brazil as a venue for BMS 2018, from August 29-31 2018.  
The final decision about the venue for BMS 2018 should be made at the next TC8.2 meeting, which takes place in Berlin next year at the BMS 2015. However, a preliminary voting indicated, by 15 to 11 votes, that the assembly preferred to accept Sao Paulo as host for BMS 2018, and Bergamo as host for 2021. 
6. IPC representative for CHAOS, August 2015 in Japan
TC8.2 is co-sponsoring this event. A representative from TC8.2 was not found during the meeting to represent TC8.2 in the IPC. The decision to appoint a suitable representant thereby lies with the chairman. 
7. Election of chair and vice chairs for the triennium 2014-2017 

Geoff Chase was elected chair for the new triennium 2014-2017. Balazs Benyo, Thomas Desaive, Thomas Schauer, Marcos Tsuzuki, Steffen Leonhardt, Steen Andreassen and Ulrike Pielmeier are new co-chairs of TC8.2. 
8. Welcome by the elected chair
The newly elected chair Geoff Chase made his entrance speech. 
9. Any other business: 
Balázs suggested nominations for the TC8.2 Order of Merit to be awarded during BMS 2015. It was decided to discuss this issue among the new chair/co-chairs. 
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