IFAC Technical Committee on Mechatronic Systems (TC4.2)

14th Technical Committee Meeting

Tuesday 26 August 2014, 12:00-13:30

Meeting Room 2.64 CTICC, Cape Town, SA
Minutes of the Meeting
Agenda

· Approval of the 13th TC4.2 meeting minutes. The chair moved to approve the minutes. Klaus Janschek seconded the move. The minutes were approved unanimously.
· Chairman’s Report
a. The Chair explained that Klaus Janschek has been appointed as the CC4 Chair. He will continue to be an active member of TC4.2. However, he will step down as a vice-chair. ACTION:  The Chair will select a suitable replacement. [Professor Tsu-Chin Tsao was subsequently invited and agreed to serve as a new TC4.2 vice-chair to take over Professor Janschek’s responsibilities]

b. The Chair reported that TC4.2 handled reviews of one of the largest volumes of papers amongst all IFAC Technical Committees.

c. The Chair thanked all TC4.2 members who proactively organized invited sessions. In particular: Masayoshi Tomizuka, T.C. Tsao, George Chiu, Bin Yao, Abu Sebastian, Giovanni Cherubini, Takashi Yamaguchi and Junmin Wang (in collaboration with other colleagues) organized successful invited sessions. Abu Sebastian noted that the same individuals have contributed to organization of invited sessions in past conferences and symposia. It is expected that other TC members volunteer to organize invited sessions in the future. 
d. The Chair indicated that with the beginning of the new IFAC triennium, it is the time to look into our membership. TC4.2 membership list will be reset and all members will be invited to indicate if they wish to be a TC4.2 member for the 2015-2017 triennium. Active participation in past events organized by TC4.2 is expected.
· Vice Chairs’ Reports. A brief written report was received from Junmin Wang. 

· Report on 2016 IFAC Symposium on Mechatronic Systems (Roger Dixon). Roger Dixon presented a brief report on the preparations being made for the 2016 IFAC Symposium on Mechatronic Systems. The symposium will be held on the campus of Loughborough University and will most likely be held together with a local conference series on Mechatronics.
· Report on Webpage (Kam Leang). No report was provided.
· IFAC Journal of Mechatronics report (Maarten Steibuch). No report was provided.
· Presentations by prospective organizers of the 2019 IFAC Symposium on Mechatronic Systems. Three expressions of interest were received. The proposers were invited to submit proposals. These were made available to TC4.2 members prior to the meeting. Members who were not able to attend the meeting were invited to cast their votes online, with each vote carrying a weight of 0.5. The following presentations were made during the TC meeting. Each presentation was allocated 20 minutes.
a. Anderas Kugi presented a bid for Vienna to host the 2019 Symposium.
b. Hakan Temeltas presented a bid for Istanbul (on behalf of Okyay Kaynak, who was unable to attend the meeting).
c. Masayoshi Tomizuka presented a bid for Los Angeles (on behalf of Tsu-Chin Tsao, who was not able to participate in the meeting).
· Discussion and selection of a host for the 2019 Symposium. 
a. The three presentations were followed by discussions. Various aspects of the three bids were considered and discussed by the committee members. There was a general consensus that the three proposals are viable, proposed locations are attractive and the proposed organizing teams are well experienced and capable. This was followed by a vote. Out of the 20 present members, 16 voted in favor of Vienna, 5 for Los Angeles, none for Istanbul and one abstained.  The Chair then revealed the outcome of online votes: 9 for Vienna, 2 for Los Angeles and 3 for Istanbul. Vienna was selected as the host for the 2019 IFAC Symposium on Mechatronic Systems.
b. Following the vote, there was a general consensus that deciding between the top two bids was quite difficult, with the Vienna bid having the advantage of being co-organized with another IFAC symposium. Klaus Janschek moved to offer the 2022 Symposium to Los Angeles with T.C. Tsao as the NOC Chair. This was seconded by Claudio Melchiori, and unanimously approved by the committee. ACTION: Chair to contact T.C. Tsao to offer him the 2022 Symposium. [Professor Tsao accepted the invitation. Los Angeles will be the host city for the 2022 IFAC Symposium on Mechatronic Systems.]
· Other business. No other business.
· Next Meeting. The next meeting will be held during the 2015 American Control Conference in Chicago, USA.
